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GLOBAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE PROTECTION OF POSIDONIA MEADOWS

CONVENTION DE BERNE
BERN CONVENTION

s The Mediteranean
S siodveniy
==t

SPA/RAC

UN®

environment
programme

Mediterrancan
' AckionPlan
it

Law protection

Berne Convention 1886

(19/09/1979)

Barcelona Convention

1976

ASP/DB PROTOCOL

Habitats directive 1992

(DHFF/92/CEE)

Marine Strategy
Framework Directive
(MSFD, 2008/56/EC)

Annex |l : Species requiring protection.

Annex |l : List of endangered or threatened
species.

Annex 1: Priority habitat "Posidonia
meadows", priority habitat as Community of
Interest, designation of Special Areas of
Conservation (SAC).

Benthic habitats, including Posidonia
meadows, are mentioned in descriptor DI
"Biodiversity" and D6 "Seabed integrity".
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Lost between 10 30 % of P05|don|a oceamca since the
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DISTRIBUTION AND PROTECTION US OF POSIDONIA MEADOWS OF MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES

Posidonia outside MPAs, Natura 2000
and/or Ramsar sites (%)

= Posidonia in Natura 2000 and/or
Croatia Ramsar sites (%)
Tot ha: 29,942

Slovenia
Tot h_a: 1

A
N

Posidonia in national designated

MPAs (%)
Principality of Monaco ith o B arted
[ ies with no idonia re|
Tot ha: 13
C ies with Posidonia but no

L SN Eea U Boshia and Herzegovina georeferenced data available

France: |\ . Ul Habitats Directive

) Montenegro @ X
Tot ha: 78,555 =

Italy, Albani N
ELIE]
Tot ha: 323,443 3

Barcelona Convention ratified

National law(s ainst anchori
Tot ha: 4,315 in) ag ]

: L D
' Turkey’
R ~ Tot ha: 704 )*4([A151156:3 ha)
IR : ;
7 ““Greece
295 Tot ha:["41,285 (257,000

Malta
Tot ha: 5,758

Tot ha: 7,692

e

*The total coverage of Posidonia meadows in Turkey is known to be underestimated. Since the extent of such meadows is probably mainly studied inside the MPAs, so the calculated
percentage may result distorted. Countries with a white circle around the pie chart have incomplete and/or not updated cartographies of Posidonia meadows distribution.

Tot ha: estimated available data of mapped Posidonia surface in each country. In brackets (): estimated Posidonia coverage based on other bibliographic information (geographical
data not available).

All the coverage data of Posidonia have been calculated using ESRI ArcGIS© and were provided by Telesca et al. (2015) and overlapped with Marine Protected Areas provided by
MedPAN & SPA/RAC (2021). Updated coverage data of Posidonia were retrieved for Corsica (EQEL - UCPP & GIS Posidonie), Cyprus (Pergent-Martini et al., 2013)

16 Countries out of 21 have Posidonia in their territorial waters. Apart from the Balearic Islands (Spain), Croatia, France and Turkey, there are no regulations specifically on anchoring
on Posidonia meadows but all the Countries with Posidonia oceanica have regulations concerning the species protection in general. In addition, all the 16 Countries have signed at
least one international convention that protects Posidonia (Barcelona Convention and/or Bern Convention) and have ratified at least one of them. Finally, besides the EU Member
States also other three Countries have adopted the Habitats Directive.
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A MULTI-STAKEHOLDER MEDITERRANEAN NETWORK FOR THE PRESERVATION OF POSIDONIA

MEMBERS OF THE COORDINATION TASK FORCE
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DISTRIBUTION OF MEMBERS BY COUNTRY AND SECTOR

The MPN has 153 members from 11 countries in the Mediterranean basin.

Engineering office

European Commission Croatia

3 8 Government 10
25
Tunisia
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NGO
26
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21 France
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SEEDS  fomstrusens ensemble

A ROADMAP FOCUSED ON

1.KNOWLEDGE

2.INNOVATION HUB

3.OPERATIONAL REGULATORY FRAMEWORK
4.STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT
5.CAPACITY-BUILDING HUB

6.MANAGEMENT MEASURES AND PILOT SITES
7.COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, RAISING AWARENESS



A NETWORK LAUNCHED IN 2019

m ARY AT\l BLUE ECONOMY AND
[ ECONQMY
4- 9 May, 2025 at Yy’ FINANCE FORUM

ammaLo1oRuu- MONAC

Iberostar By 8 sune 2025
Hammamet, Tunisia 3 ¥

FINANCE FORUM

7 - 8 June, 2025 at
Monaco's Forum
Grimaldi

O UNOC2025

9 -13 June, 2025 in
Nice

ESRA WORKSHOP \\ , p—
(@)

8-10 April, 2025 at PORTOROZ 2023
Arcachon

O
BLUE CARBON SEMINAR EUROPEAN

SLOVENIE November 2023, PARLIAMENT

MONACO OCEAN

16 March, Monaco

DONORS MEETING

2 April, Majorca

Marseille, France. BRUSSELS
8 December, International seminar on
Slovenia Blue Carbon financing

March 2023 in O
Brussels, Belgium.

Presentation of the
MPN roadmap.

mechanisms.

February 2023 in
Vancouver, Canada.

International Congress of
2023 Marine Protected Area

Managers.
®) o O O
ONE OCEAN SUMMIT LIFESEPOSSO | SASPAS |

MEDITERRANEAN February 2022 in Brest, France. March 2022 in Rome, Italy. June 2022, Split, Croatia.
WORLDS First international summit dedicated to ocean Conference on Posidonia as part of the “Safe Anchoring and Seagrass Portection in the Adriatic

preservation. SEPOSSO Life project. Sea" conference

February 2022 in Marseille,
France.

2022

O
MPA FORUM FORMENTERA THEMPN IS ANCHORS AWAYS

2021

December 2 WORKSHOP BORN November 2019 marked the birth of
21 in Monaco. Marine September 2021 in From a series of a "Posidonia community" following
MEDITERRANEAN Protected Areas Forum. Formentera, Balearic Islands. monthly meetings, the the European scientific workshop
Initial Structuring of the MPN "Posidonia community" held in Athens as part of the EU-
S I D O N IA setting the mission to protect has evolved into the Natura 2000 biogeographical
NETWORK 100% of posidonia meadows in Mediterranean process.
the Mediterranean and setting Posidonia Network.

the MPN Roadmap.



https://medposidonianetwork.com/

MEDTERRANh

SIDONIA

NETWORK

MEDITERRANEAN POSIDONIA NETWORK - ACTION PLAN
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Increase knowledge of distribution and focus mapping especially on areas where measures are P
most needed for the management of boat anchoring activity.

Knowledge Spread in all the Mediterranean countries the best practices already existing in some Countries.

(e.g., eco-mooring systems, measures preventing anchoring on Posidonia meadows, tools indicating the presence of Posidonia meadows to
sea users: nautical charts showing seagrasses, webapps, etc.).

Development and enforcement of regulations protecting Posidonia meadows.

Implementation of legislation against anchoring on Posidonia meadows.

oPerational Support for departments responsible for the regulations governing the anchoring of vessels over 24 metres in France.

regulatory Increase of the extension of Posidonia meadows included within MPAs and/or other area-based management tools.

framework (currently 1,167,958 ha corresponding to the 75% of the Mediterranean Posidonia coverage are out of MPAs and other form of area
management e.g., Natura 2000).

0 Enforce the no-trawling ban in the seagrass beds.
ﬂ @ @ Implementation of the ERC approach (avoid, reduce, compensate) for all development projects.
of Posidonia

meadows preserved
by 2030 Communication

Raising awareness on the Posidonia meadows anchoring impact.

Development of tools indicating the presence of Posidonia meadows to sea users..

Production of the Mediterranean Posidonia Network website with updated regulations by country.

Simplify at national level, the administrative procedures for eco-mooring installation initiatives.
Management
measures Protecting Posidonia banks: encouraging stakeholders to sign the Act4Posidonia
and pilot charter and clean beaches in a rational manner
sites

Propose virtuous fishing techniques to socio-professionals.
Stakeholder

engagement

Creation of Alliance Posidonia FRANCE, a network of public and private players committed to protecting
Posidonia.

Encouraging local authorities to bring their WWTPs (Water treatment plant) up to standard

Innovation

Hub
Identify innovative financing opportunities.
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MANAGEMENT MEASURES AND PILOT SITES

DEVELOP ECO-MOORING ZONE AND BAN ANCHORING
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Comparative legal analysis on protection of Posidonia
meadows in the Mediterranean Sea
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RAISING AWARENESS

2020 WEBSITE WITH UPTADED ANCHORING REGULATIONS BY COUNTRY _

MPN MOVIE AVAILABLE IN 10 LANGUAGES q
2023 MEDIATHEQUE WITH FREE RESOURCES ABOUT POSIDONIA

RAISING AWARENESS ON THE POSIDONIA MEADOWS ANCHORING IMPACT
PRESS ACTIONS = B
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INNOVATION

2023 TYPE OF FINANCIAL NEEDS TO PROTECT POSIDONIA ANALYSED AT THE MED LEVEL > BLUE CARBON SEMINAR
2024 SWOT ANALYSIS OF CURRENT FINANCIAL TOOLS AND INNOVATIVE ONES

IUCN Mg?; ; ot BLUESEEDS
\/ Posidonia  POSIDONIA '@

INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP

EXPLORING BLUE CARBON FINANCING MECHANISMS TO PROTECT MEDITERRANEAN
SEAGRASS: THE CASE OF POSIDONIA OCEANICA

6th - 8th November 2023

Village Club Miléade Chem. des Eaux Salées, 13620 Carry-le-Rouet (France)

Summary Report

WEBINAR
Satellite—Based Posidonia
Mapping

Satellite state of art solutions to map Posidonia oceanica and pressures

‘l“‘ ol 19March 2025

10:00 to 14:00 Virtual

The study

2 \ith the meressinggneect o aemurate Posor
The study ‘Integrating AIS and Earth rrappine in the Meckterransen this vebinar will
Observation Data to evaluate recreational ) i bring together leading experts and imovative
boating impacts on Posidonia oceanica y ol y > Pojects o mproie existing methorksioges an
meadows" focuses on analysing the impact of ool fostering deeper bnowiedgeandmore
recreational boating on Posidonia oceanica by ¢ effective consenvation efforts. Through
processing AIS and Earth Observation data . ” e
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INNOVATION

MPN GUIDELINES FOR ACTIVE
RESTORATION AT MEDITERRANEAN SCALE

Is the Project of Is the t_ransplant
° @ public utility? pi:anned in connexon Autheskas

with a ﬂﬁuprm?

s an additionnal measu
with a maonitoring of at

least 10 years

A case-by-case study is
required and an
« Avoid, Reduce and

Is there a monitoring
program (>5 y) planned

Compensate » process
is implemented Dll:l Posidonia exist in A
this site in the past? No,
Avmd habitat Does the project
*"hi"'”m“ [ threaten natural
meadows?

Origin of transplanted
material does not
interfere with donor
meadow dynamics

Is an anthropogenic
° @ impact at the origin of %
@ Is natural expansion

happening (plagioropic E> °
° <E[ Has the impact ceased ]@ rhizomes) and/or natural

to operate? cuttings observed ?

Fig 2.: Diagram showing the main considerations that must be fulfilled to authorize a transplantation of
Posidonia.

REMOVING THE PRESSURES AND COMPLEMENTARY PROTECTION (PASSIVE
RESTORATION ) ARE THE PRIORITIES .
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ARE YOU WORKING 6N POSIDONIA OCEANICA?

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN A DYNAMIC NETWORK?
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